
El Sobrante Municipal Advisory Council 
Mailing address: 3769-B San Pablo Dam Road, ES, 94803  

We meet on: 2nd Wednesday of the Month at 7:00 P.M.  
Location: Richmond ELKS Lodge #1251  

3931 San Pablo Dam Road, El Sobrante 
 

The ESMAC is an advisory body to the Board of Supervisors 
 
Chair: Xina Ash Vice Chair: Thomas Lang Secretary: Tom Owens   
Members at-large: Jim Hermann, Dr. Melinda V. McLain, Joe Sarapochillo, vacancy 
Alternates: Shirley Rosenthal-Winston, vacancy 
   

The El Sobrante Municipal Advisory Council (ESMAC) or subcommittees of ESMAC will provide 
reasonable accommodation for persons with disabilities planning to attend ESMAC meetings or 
ESMAC subcommittee meetings. Please contact the ESMAC Chair Xina Ash at least 24 hours 
before the meeting at: xa.esmac@gmail.com 
 
Printed agendas are available for review at the El Sobrante Library and at the Sheriff’s Annex 
office. Electronic copies are available for download at: www.cocobos.org/gioia/elsobrantemac 

    
AGENDA for Wednesday, October 09, 2019 

7:00 PM 
Pledge of Allegiance 
Call to Order/Welcome/Roll Call 
Approval of Minutes – Minutes for September 9, 2019 ESMAC meeting 
Treasurer’s Report – James Lyons, District Coordinator, Office of Supervisor John Gioia 
Introduction of Speakers/Guests/Topics 
 
P.1 – Presentation by Sheriff’s Office, Bay Station Commander, Lt. Joseph Buford 
Questions – limit 2 minutes per speaker 
 
P.2 – Presentation by California Highway Patrol, Officer Sean Wilkenfeld 
Questions – limit 2 minutes per speaker 
 
P.3 – Presentation by Contra Costa County Fire  
Questions – limit 2 minutes per speaker 
 
P.4 – Presentation by James Lyons, District Coordinator for Supervisor John Gioia, monthly report 
Questions – limit 2 minutes per speaker 
 
Public Comment – for items not on the agenda. 
Limit 2 minutes per speaker 
 
Discussions Items – The Council will consider and act on the following:   
Development plan applications, variance reports, building modification requests, appeals etc., 
received in the previous month from the Contra Costa County Conservation and Development 
Department and Notices of Public Hearings.   
 
DI.1 – Envision 2040 – ESMAC to vote on a letter of support 
 
 

mailto:xa.esmac@gmail.com
http://www.cocobos.org/gioia/elsobrantemac


 

DI.2 – CCC Dept. of Conservation and Development SE19-0005 – ESMAC to review the  
application to construct a duplex on a vacant lot on 4482 Appian Way near Santa Rita Road. 
Response due by October 25, 2019 to Stan Muraoka. 
 
DI.3 – CCC Dept. of Conservation and Development SE19-0008 – ESMAC to review the 
application to construct a duplex on a vacant lot on 4448 Appian Way near Santa Rita Road. 
Response due by October 25, 2019 to Stan Muraoka. 
 
DI.4 – CCC Dept. of Conservation and Development VR19-1039 – ESMAC to review the variance 
application to allow a 0’ setback for a retaining wall where 3’ is required at 679 El Centro Road. The 
new retaining wall would be a maximum of 5’ high and replacing an existing retaining wall.  
Response due by October 14, 2019 to Nicky Vu. 
 
DI.5 – CCC Dept. of Conservation and Development VR19-1043 – ESMAC to review the variance 
application. The applicant requests approval of a variance to allow a 14.5-foot front setback, where 20 
feet is required, to legalize the conversion of the existing garage into living space. No change in 
building footprint is proposed at this time. 
Response due by October 29, 2019 to Nicholas Vu.  
 
Information Items 
10.1 – Contra Costa County Zoning Administrator  

• October 7, 2019 Agenda attached (no items for El Sobrante). 
10.2 – Contra Costa County Planning Commission 

• Meeting cancelled to October 23, 2019, notice attached 
10.3 – El Sobrante Community Clean-up Day 

• Saturday October 12, 2019, 8:30am-12pm Moose Lodge #500, 4660 Appian Way 
10.4 – Greater Richmond Interfaith Program (GRIP) 33rd Annual Harmony Walk, register at 
 www.gripcares.org or 510-233-2141. GRIP delivers services to the Homeless in 
 Richmond/Contra Costa County.  

• Saturday October 26, 2019, 9:00am – 1:00pm Nichol Park (3230 Macdonald Ave. Richmond)  
10.5 – El Sobrante Chamber of Commerce Hometown Holiday Faire 

• Saturday November 30, 2019 10:00am – 3:00pm, Masonic Hall, 5050 El Portal Drive, El 
Sobrante 
Vendor applications to be submitted by October 15,2019, application attached 

10.6 – El Sobrante Chamber of Commerce Spaghetti Western Fundraiser Dinner and Dance 
• October 19, 2019 5:00pm, Elks Lodge Banquet Hall, 3931 San Pablo Dam Road, El Sobrante 

10.7 – Citizens for a Greener El Sobrante are planning upcoming recurring plant sales. Dates to be 
announced. 
 
ESMAC Subcommittees 
11.1   ESMAC Land Use 
11.2 ESMAC Safety  
11.3 ESMAC Education Programs/ Outreach 
Announcements:   

• The ESMAC has (1) member vacancy and (1) Alternate vacancy. 
• The ESMAC brochure is due for a refresh. Members of the ESMAC are encouraged to 

submit ideas to James Lyons. 
Agenda Items / Speakers for Upcoming ESMAC Meetings: 
Adjournment: 
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El Sobrante Municipal Advisory Council  
Mailing address: 3769-B San Pablo Dam Road, ES, 94803 We meet on: 2nd Wednesday of the Month at 

7:00 P.M. Location: Richmond ELKS Lodge #1251 
3931 San Pablo Dam Road, El Sobrante  

Minutes for Wednesday September 11, 2019 7:00PM  

Pledge of Allegiance led by Shirley Rosenthal-Winston 
Call to Order/Welcome/Roll Call: Present- Thomas Lang, Vice-Chair; Shirley Rosenthal-Winston, 
Joe Sarapochillo and Melinda V. McLain. Excused absences - Xina Ash, Tom Owens, Jim Hermann. 
Resigned-Andrew Chahrour. Vice-Chair Thomas Lang chaired the meeting and kept the minutes. 
Approval of Minutes – Minutes for ESMAC 8-14-2019 were unanimously approved.  

Treasurer’s Report – James Lyons, District Coordinator, Office of Supervisor John Gioia: $2,005. 

 Introduction of Speakers/Guests/Topics  

P.1- Presentation by Sheriff’s Office, Bay Station Commander, Lt. Joseph Buford El Sobrante area 
has been quiet, with attention focused on preparation for stroll. Robert Nelson briefly introduced 
himself as a representative of the Sheriff’s Office. He is attending MAC meetings across the country 
and is eager to hear residents’ concerns 

P.2- Presentation by California Highway Patrol, CHP Officer Timothy Leviste 

• Construction on eastern end of SPDR has increased accident risk due to debris on the road. Lack of 
striping and border lines complicates conditions. 

• Bicyclists are encouraged to watch their speed coming down SPDR from SPD reservoir. Likely that 
debris combined with high speed caused a chain reaction crash in a group of bicyclists coming down 
the hill. 

• ESMAC member Shirley Rosenthal-Winston requested placement of an electronic sideboard when 
road is complete. Officer Leviste will forward request to his management.   

• ESMAC member Melinda McLain noted people are ignoring 25 MPH speed limit coming down 
SPDR 

• Audience member noted heavy trucks speeding down Valley View and Spring Ave, starting 8-9PM 
until about 10PM. Does road allow trucks of that weight. Officer Leviste will inquire into this. 

P.3  Presentation by Contra Costa County Fire Capt. Billy Small 

• Station 69 ran 124 calls over the last 4 days. Roughly 75% are EMS calls. 

• Extensive discussion about fire risk and homeless. Capt Small noted that there have been a lot of 
small fires in homeless encampments. Fortunately, weather has not been hot and dry this summer. 



2  

• Capt Small noted that CC Fire cannot order homeless to leave.  Lt. Buford noted that enforcement 
efforts regarding homeless have focused on trespass, loitering and disorderly conduct, with multiple 
citations leading to arrest. Officer Leviste noted that food offerings from local churches, though 
compassionate, result in  continuing influx of homeless to certain locations. 

P.4- Presentation by James Lyons, District Coordinator for Supervisor John Gioia, monthly 
report 

 • CC County Deputy Librarian Gayle McPartland presented an update on new library construction.   

• Opening date will be announced in October ESMAC meeting 

• Hopefully library will open before holidays. 

James Lyons:  
• ES Community Cleanup on Oct 12 

• Coastal Cleanup on Oct 21 
 
• Restriped SPDR will not have any bike lanes west of Appian. Bike lanes will be considered for east of 
Appian, depending on available width of road and needs of local residents 

P5. Presentation on Envision 2040 by Cindy Franks, El Sobrante Planning and Zoning Advisory 
Committee 

• New plan retains much of what was proposed in 2001. Proposed ES redesign aims to create a village-
like downtown, with heavy emphasis on bikes and public transportation. Mixed use 
residential/business, highly pedestrian friendly. Gateway structure proposed for El Portal Ave leading 
into SPDR.  Proposed maps and artists conceptions were shown. These are online. 

• Considerable discussion focused on how to make this work given issues with homeless. Another 
focus of discussion was plan for a Senior Center, with several audience members pointing out this 
need. An audience member pointed out a need to start slowing down SPDR traffic in the near term in 
order to make this work. Another question focused on how this project would be funded 

 

Public Comment – for items not on the agenda. 
• Melinda McClain discussed the status of the new development at the site of the old Adachi Nursery. 
• An audience member asked about what was being done in regard to the sinkhole at Via Verdi. 
 
 
Discussions Items – The Council will consider and act on the following: 
Development plan applications, variance reports, building modification requests, appeals etc., received 
in the previous month from the Contra Costa County Conservation and Development Department and 
Notices of Public Hearings.  
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DI.1 – Sierra Club wrote the ESMAC a letter requesting that they consider putting their public 
buildings into the 100% renewable Deep Green Service. James will report back as to whether this has 
already done, and if not, whether this is feasible. 

DI.2-Planning Commission vote for Negative Declaration in Balmore Court Project.  James reported 
that this project is already far along and ESMAC provided its input previously. 

Short Discussion Items 
none 

Information Items 
10.1 – Contra Costa County Zoning Administrator 
Met on August 19 and Sept 4, no items relevant to ES 
10.2 – Contra Costa County Local Agency Formation Commission 
10.3-Contra Costa County Planning Commission 
Met on August 14 and August 28 
10.4 – El Sobrante Chamber of Commerce 
El Sobrante Stroll, September 15, 11AM-4PM 
 

ESMAC Subcommittees  

1. 11.1  ESMAC Land Use – No report. 

2. 11.2  ESMAC Safety – No report. 

3. 11.3  ESMAC Education Programs/ Outreach – Shirley wonders what the purpose of this 
subcommittee might be? Does it have any impact on the library? Would this be the vehicle for 
having input about library activities and collections? 

Announcements: 

 
Agenda Items / Speakers for Upcoming ESMAC Meetings:  

Adjournment: 8:55pm  

 











































































































































El Sobrante’s 16th Annual 
Clean-Up Day 

  
 
  
  
  
    

 

Saturday, October 12, 2019 
Sponsored by Supervisor John Gioia, Republic Services, El 

Sobrante MAC, El Sobrante Chamber of Commerce, Boys & Girls 
Club of Contra Costa, DGH Outfitters and Moose Lodge #550  

8:30 a.m. – 12 noon 
(or until dumpsters are full) 
First come, first served 

Rain or shine! 

Moose Lodge #550 
 

  

 
 
 

◊ MUST show proof of residency in UNINCORPORATED El Sobrante  
(California driver’s license, property tax bill, or PG&E monthly statement)  

◊ One car load or small pick-up per household (absolutely no U-Hauls 
or trailers) 

◊ You must unload your own items 
 

No commercial waste or any of the following will be accepted: 
No tires 
No hazardous waste (paint, adhesives, batteries, solvents, aerosol, 
photo chemicals, antifreeze, fertilizers, pesticides, insecticides, poisons, 
asbestos, etc.) 
No pharmaceuticals, including pills, syrups, inhalers 
No food waste 
No mattresses 
 
Information on how and where to dispose of non-permitted items is 
available at www.recyclemore.com 
 
For more information, contact James Lyons @ 510-231-8692 or 
 

james.lyons@bos.cccounty.us 
 
 
 

Guidelines
: 
 

4660 Appian Way 

http://www.recyclemore.com/
mailto:james.lyons@bos.cccounty.us


      
 
 

For a comprehensive local guide, see: http://www.recyclemore.com or call 1-800-clean-up 
 
 
 

 
Republic Services   ●   510-262-7100 
To start or stop service, billing inquires, missed pickups, cart replacement, extra pick-up, 
or to find out the day for green waste or blue recycling pick-up.  
 
 
 
 
 

West County Household Hazardous Waste   ●   1-888-412-9277 
For disposal including used motor oil, paint, pesticides, solvent, pool chemicals, 
pesticides, batteries, thermometers, spray cans, computer monitors and TVs. 
Open drop-off 9am to 4pm Thursdays, Fridays and the first Saturday of every month at 
101 Pittsburg Avenue off the Richmond Parkway. 
Seniors and disabled residents of El Sobrante call for free hazardous waste pick-up 
appointment: 1-800-449-7587.  
 
 
 
Recycling Centers  ●   www.recyclemore.com ● 1-800-CLEAN-UP 
 
 
 
 

Goodwill Donation Information   ●   510-534-6666 
Salvation Army   ●   1-800-958-7825 
Thrift Town  ●  510-222-8696  
 
 
  
 

20-20 Recycling Centers (CA Redemption Center)   ●   1-800-883-2274 
West Contra Costa Sanitary Landfill   ●   510-970-7246 
West County Resource Recovery   ●   510-412-4500 
Sims Metal (scrap metal recycler)   ●   510-412-5300 
Pick-n-Pull Auto Dismantlers   ●   510-233-7341 
West Contra Costa Integrated Waste Management  ●   510-215-3125 
. 
 
 
 

Mosquito Abatement   ●   925-685-9301 
East Bay Regional Parks   ●   1-888-EBPARKS 
 
 
 
 

Many tire dealers take tires for recycling, including Big-O Tires and locally, Larry’s Tire 
Express in El Sobrante. Please call ahead to confirm.  

Recycling and               Services for  
 
 
 
 

 

 

Disposal 
Residents of El Sobrante 
ElSobrante Sobrante 

Garbage Collection 

Household Hazardous Waste 
 

Used Motor Oil  
 

Reuse 
 
 

Solid Waste and Recycling 
 
 

Other 
 
 

Tires 
 
 

http://www.recyclemonre.com/
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